order. Some of the replies were : The greatest wonder in
the ^orld is a person hoping to live for ever, although he

witness^ a caravan of the dead everyday. Mind is fleeter
than ill.? win-J- Happiness is the product of Good conduct.
AbsuJCJ ofpruL, giving up in^^r and getting rid of desires
will dhlipguish one from the ordinary: lack of character
oblit^-aL s erudition.

14. Divine Sanction atone cap ensure Success

The basic truth that c^cry human bring should realise is
that bc^n: God's luiqiusiio.iahb powers, his own has absolu-
tely no coipparision. The main thrust in scriptural texts is that
even a blade of grass can gro\\ only if God so wills. The
futility of human endeavour before divine supremacy has
been proved and brought out through many episodes. Any
plan no doubt requires man's personal attention bixf even at
the last stage when success is expected, if God feels that it
should not go through. He can stall its progress. His man-
date shall always prevail and if anyone presumes that he can
circumvent divine law, lie \uil be sadly mistaken. The
Mahabharata incorporates a story, to show how a wedding
that was decided by consent in the presence of the Almighty
was sougiil to be annulled and God's decision prevailed
ultimaldy.

Marriage as per Hindu traditions, being an unbreaka-
ble bond, extreme care was devoted to match "making. The
parents used to make discreet enquiries about the bride-
groom's background and about the girl's altitude, as she had
to smn he.r life amidst entirely new surroundings. A devo-
tional \\TS.J says lliat a bridi wil! always b^ eager to have a
charnmig husband, other considerations bcmg secondary.
The father of thz girl will look to the scholastic attainments
of the boy while the mother will be concerned about his
earning capacity and the property he holds or is expected to
inherit.

Lord Krishna wanted his nephew Abhimanyu to marry
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